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"MY ee e c 


f \ 1 AT you are mortal, and muſt ſoon die, 


is a moſt certain faſt; that you are alfs 
immortal, and uſt live for ever after death, is 
| equally certain, At; is therefore of the utmoſt 
importance to be prepared for that eternity, 
| which you muſt ſoon enter upon: an eternity of 
Foppineks, or miſery, incanceivable | 5 
In the affairs of this life, the man ha paſſes 
18 days in idle diſnpation, inſtead of Providing a 
ſupport for himſelf and family, is s juſtly conſidered . 
I fool, who muſt toon be reduced to want and : 
wretchedneſs: but how much more fooliſh and fatal | 
the conduct of chat man, Who negleQs to provide 
for the eternal welfare of his ſoul? I am aware 
that the cares or pleaſures of the preſent life fo 


much engroſs the attention of the generality of 


mankind 
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mankind, that eternity is ſeldom thought of; 
but this does not leſſen its importance, or the 
neceſity of a preparation for it ; this does not 


Prevent the advance of death; z—as well might the 


criminal, condemned by the laws of his country, = 


ſuppoſe he could eſcape the execution of the juſt 


ſentence by never thinking of it. Would you not 


pity ſuch an one? Then let that pity be oxerciſed = 


towards yourſelf, O careleſs, thoughtleſs ſinner! 
you are a criminal in the fight of God, who has 


pronounced the Juſt ſentence, The wicked ſhall 
be turned into Hell, with all thoſe who forget 8 
- * God. And will you dare to plead your ſtupid c 
indifference as an excuſe ? you muſt think of 


Eternity, and that ſeriouſly too, or take the con- 


e of your neglect, dreadful as they arc. 


But ſore perſons, perhaps, may be diſpoſed 


to laugh at theſe remarks, and ſay, what do you 


mean by this ſerious preparation for Eternity, i is it 


| not enough to be as good as Our neighbours, with out 


troubling ourſelves ſo much about the Bible? Ah, 
my dear Reader, if you are among the unhappy 
number of thoſe who reject revelation, | pity you 


5 from 


as the decent and moral: © the fool who ſays, 


* 


E 


from my heart, and would aſk, whether you donot 


105% it were falſe? whether your objeCtions to it, 


do not ariſe from your heart, more than from your 


head; becauſe you fear its threatnings againſt ſin, 


and are conſcious that your preſent evil practices 


muſt end in perdition, if the ſeriptures be true? 
Farther I would enquire, where elſe can you fix” 


the ſtandard of truth and error? How are you to: 


know, whether you are right or wrong? If it be 


faid, your own reaſon and conſcience will deter- 


mine that, I deny the aſſertion, becauſe ſetting. 
aſide the bible, this reaſon and conſcience. are but 


other words for opinion. And opinion is ſo various 


and uncertain, that inſtead of a ſure, fixed rule of 


| right and wrong—there would be as many diffe- 


rent rules as the e are different opinions in the 


world. And the drankard: the ſwearer, the liar, 


Kc. may then plead reaſon and con ſclence as well 


57 


; (and none b it afool will ſay) © there is no God,” 


may aſſert reaſon. and conſcience with as much | 


propriety, as the man who denies the divinity of 
5 the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 


1 5 Rh 


. 
But it may be objected . chis is an unfair wa 
of arguing - every mau naturally regards virtue 
as amiab.e, and vice, deteſtable. 


Without ſtopping to refute this argument, 1 
would ak, who ſays this? does the ſenſusliſt and 
profane, the murderer and adulterer? and if the 
a bible be not true, why ſhould not they be beard, 
as well as the more ſober enemy to revelation, for 
they alſo can ſhew their opinion. But it is 
farther objected, ſuch characters as theſe, every 
one muſt condemn, they are injurious to fociety. 


True, but why are you to think for perſons of ” 


cis deſcription, any more than they have a right 
to think for you? none at all, for if opinion is to 
be the rule of 2 man's conduct, the bad man has 
an equa] right to aſſert his opinion as the good 
man. Now, pauſe for a moment, and conſider 
the dreadful conſequences of admitting this prin-, 
ciple—Every man will do that which is right in 
his own eyes, not that which is Tight in the 
fight of God. The child will refuſe to obey 
| bis parent, the fubſes * upon this principle 


will 
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will rebel againft his rufcrs, * when opportunity 
eres, and fav, I think, I have a right fo to dog 
and who has 2 right to diſpute their opinion? 
none but the Chre/izun believer--bence appears 
the nereſſity of revelation. . 
But there is 2 deſcription of perſons among us 
who will receive the Bible, in part, and reje& 
the reſt. To ſuch I would ſay in the words of the 
prophet VMaluc hi, offer ſuch condutt now 10 
„thy governor, will he be plca ed with thee, or 
<accept thy perſon? ” will your obedience to 
fome of the laws of the land, excuſe you from 


Obe ging all thereft? ſurely not. Neither will the 


King of Heaven allow you to break “one of the 


© Jeaft of his Commandments” We muſt receive 
the whole revealed will of God. S?. James muſt nut 
be oppoſed to Sf. Paul, as though they taught a 


different method of ſalvation, one from the other 1 


which is by no means the caſe: The one teaches 


A ſuffieient proof of the truth of this remark has Teen afforded 


in a neighbouring country; where men making high pretences to 


Ren ſon, and talkineo loudly of Liberty of Conference, Ti pleration, &. 
after euſtino away their bibles, have hurſt aſnnder every bond of Honor, 
of ("cial aud relative obligation; and trampling upon Chrittianity, 


have, s far as they could, deſtroved human peace and happineſs, 1 hz 


Unpreudiced reader, who has ſcen Mr. Robiſon's proofs ef a con- 


ſpiracy, or Abbe Baruel's memoirs, muſt be fully ſatisfied on this he ny 


— _ 


#1 


us the way in which, a ſinner is juſtified before 


God, namely, by faith in Chriſt alone without 
works; the other tells us what 1s the effect of this 
juſtification, namely an holy life, abounding in 
good works, by which he 1s juſtified i in the ſight 5 
of men. One tells us how the wild olive i is made 
good, that is, by being engrafted into the good 
olive, and the other informs us, how we may 
know it is a good olive, that is, by its bearing 
good fruits: which fruits do not make the tree 
good, but only prove that it is good. In like 
0 holineſs, or good works, do not juſtify 


a man, but only evidence that he is Juſlified 


already. _— 


Well then, reader, here it is you muſt learn 
how to be prepared for Eternity. The bible ſays, 


© hearken unto me,” and in attending to its 


_ dictates you cannot err. 


The following Homilies or Sermons were com- 
poſed by ſome of the wiſeſt and beſt men, who 
ever adorned the Church of England; and with 
admirable ſimplicity and faithfulneſs, do they ſet 
forth the great and eſſential truths of holy writ. 
WED 


1 9 1 

It is much to be lamented, that ſo few, even of 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves members of the 
Church of England, are acquainted with them : 
indeed there are many who know not that any 
ſuch writings are extant. For the benefit of ſuch 
_ perſons, particularly among the poor, the preſent 
ſmall ſelection has been made ; ; that they may be 
enabled to judge what the Church of England 
conſiders © ſound doctrine, ” and what were thoſe 
truths, for the ſake of which many of the authors 
of theſe Homilies were after ards burned at the 5 
f ſtake. The BY ord of the Lord w as precious in 
« thoſe days. 2 * it thus valuable in your eſti- 
mation? They were originally publiſhed in the 
time of King Edward the 6th, afterw ards fup- 
preſſed during the perſecuting reign of Queer 
75 but again reſtored upon thehappy acceſlion 
Elizabeth to the throne ; when they ere 

C onſtantly read in the Churches, and from which 
time, they have been conſidered by all orthodox 
and ſound Clergymen, as an authority to which 
they might appeal, ſecond only to the ſacred 
ſcriptures. It is to be withed, that they were 


oftener 


B 
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oftenef aphHεαά ed to, in confirmation of the truth; 
as it treguently happens, when a faithful miniſter 
aſſerts, as he is bound to do,) the finfuineſs and 
miſery of every man by nature, his inability to help 
Mimlelf, the alone ſuMcicncy of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
to Jave, e ot (what are called) good 
Works 0 zu „ le neceflity of holineſs, and 
hat we muſt be horn avain: 1 ſay, when 2 
minister buidly preaches theſe truths, and aims, 
y cloſe application of them to the conſcience, to 
.ONVINCE cach MGIVIGAA), * Thou art the man, 
{tra igbtw Ay, many ATE offended; and CT Hut 1 
18 2 \ Methodiſt t“ —why Hear ve him? 


Let me, then, entreat you, candid Reader, tc 


ſu ppoſe for a moment, that it is poſſible you may. 


De 
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real reltgion in a bear ſkin and bait it under ſome odious name. . 


as Sud of our Lord himfelt, he hath » devil andtis mal. It was (211 
of the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, “ as for this ſect, it is c 
ere fpoxen acainit,” and it is laid of ſome perſons in the prefer! 
day, they are 1 tithodicts. | | . | 

It 1s worthy of rc mark that the world does not uſually fx this ter-: 


of reproazh upon perlong of an ove enly wicked hife..- Hence ſwears 

*abbethk-brcakers, or any Wag! ve. in habits of debauchery, ex 

af wine, dee. all lick are firs to eſe ape thename of Methedrff 
Again, a Minittcr who pre e a0 mint the peculiar doctrixes of th 


76Ipel, ſuch as the fall f m: an;, v1; mal Sin, - free grace, & g. 
and from whole Sermons von elan hear any thing of inward, C. 

* 1 K ll 6 9 _— g q 1 : * ; * wo : 0 
Derimertal TCOMON Except If be to:rulicule it - ſucha one is in ne 


danger of being reproxcho ns a Ae. 
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F 

be miſtaken—imitate the noble Boreans—and 
arch the ſcriptures with humble and earnett 
DILYCI—tHenN look into thele Homilies, and (ec it 
theſe things (as above ſtated | are not fo: and to 
aſliſt you herein, L have added ſome of the thirty- 
nine 9 80 of Religion, which are printed itn. 
many (and ought to be in all } of our common 
prayer bots "Jt vou call yourfeit a Churchman, 
and believe not the Articles and U ornilies, are you 
not ſtrangely inconfiſtent? perbaps you pride 
vourſelt that you are not « diſſenter, and at the 
ame tune deny the fundamental articles of Your 
church— thus proving beyond a dow bt that vou 
are a Dijſerter from't the truth. And St Tae alk 
again, whether this unbelie + does not proceed 
from your love of fin? and however zeaſoufly you 
May contend againſt the doctrine of juſtincation 


by Faith . as deſtructive 0 morality 15 it not 


tity of Nein an T ifs, which it requires; 1 ſay, 
8 | - "$2" -\ 
is it not this, which moſt excites Your hatred : And 


23 to the fins of thoſe who profeſs religion, this is 
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E X H O R TA ION 


„„ 
Reading and Knowledge 


HOLY SCRIPTURE. 


[NTO a chriſtian man there can be nothing 
N either more neceſſary or profitable, than 
. the knowledge of holy ſcripture, foraſmuch RE - 

in it is contained God's true Word, ſetting forth _ 
his glory, and alſo man's duty. And there is no 
truth nor doQrine neceſſary tor our juſtification 
and everlaſting Salvation, but th; at is (or may be,) 

drawn out of that fountain and wellof truth. There, 
fore as many as be deſirous to enter into the right 
and perfect way unto God, mult apply their rnd: 
to know holy ſcripture, without the which, t. 
can neither ſufficiently know God, and his 
neither their office and duty. And as 45 
pleaſant to thein chat be dry, and men 3 
that be hungry; ſo is the readins, 10 


2 k — 
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ing and ſtudving of holy ſcri; 


1 
be defirous to know God or themſelves, and tc, 
do his will. And their flomachs only do loath 
and abhor the heavenly knowledge and food of 
God's word, that be ſo drowned in worldly 
vanities, that they neither ſavour God, nor any 
godlineſs: For that is the cauſe, why they deſire 
fach vanities, rather than the true knowledge of 
God. As they that are ſick of an ague, what- 


fſoever they eat and drink, though i it be never ſo 


_ pleaſant, yet it is as bitter to them as wormwoad, 


Act far the bitterneſs of the meat, but for the 


corrupt and bitter humor that is in their own 


tongue and mouth : even ſo 1 is the ſweetne ſ of 


cd's word bitter, n not of itſelf, but only unto 


then that have their minds corrupted With long 


cuſtom of fin, and love of this world. Therefare 


ag the corrupt judgment of fleſhly men, 


Thich care not but for their carcaſe: jet Us re. 


ver ently hear and read holy ſcripture, which i is the 


food of the foul: Let us diligently ſearch for the 


= well of like, in the books of the new and old 


teſtament, and not run to the ſtinking puddles of 
mens traditions ' deviſed by mens imagination, 


10¹ 
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E 
tr our juftitication and ſalvation. For in holy 
tcripture is tully contained what we ought to do 

T1] a | 7 
and what to eſchew; what to believe; what tolove 
20d what to look for at God's hands at length. In 


theſe books we ſhall find the Father from whom. 


the Son by whom, and the Holy Ghoſt in whom, all 


bave their being, 


three perſons to be but one God, and but one 


ſubſtance. In theſe books we may learn to know 


gurſelves, now vile and miſerable we be, and alto 


to know God, how good he is of himſelf, and 


how he maketh us and all creatures partakers of 


is goodneſs. We may learn allo in theſe books 


to know God's will and pleaſure, as much as ( tor 


this preſent time, ) is con venient for us to know, 


and (as the great clerk and godly preacher St. 


Folin Chryſo/!om ſaith,) whatſoever is required 


and keeping up; and theſe. 


to the ſalvation of man is fully contained in the 


ſcripture of God. He that is ignorant, may there 


15 


learn, and have knowledge, he that is hard. 


'zearted, and an obſtinate ſinner, ſhall there find 
OOO torments (prepared of God's jufice | 


2 make him afraid, and to mollific or ſoften him. 


Tir 


keth us bleſſed, ſanctifeth 
us holy; 1 


2 OUr ſouls, it; 
N 


U 


and everlaſtin 


1 


«wiſdom to the humble and lowly hearts, it com. 


forteth, maketh glad, cheereth and cheriſheth our 
conſcience: It is a more excellent jewel or treaſure- 
than any gold or precious ſtone, i it is more ſweet 


than honey, or honey-comb; it is called the beſt 


part, which Mary did chuſe, tor it hath in it 


everlaſting comfort. The words of holy ſcripture 


be called words of everlaſting life ; For they be 
God's inſtruments ordained for the ſame purpoſe. 
They have power to turn through Cod 5 promiſe, 
and they be effectual through God' 8 afliſtance; = 
and ( being received in a faithful heart,) they 


have ever an heavenly ſpiri tual working in them : f 


They are lively, quick, and mighty 1 in operation, 
= and (harper than any two edged [w ord, and enter 
| through, even to the dividing aſunder of the {oul 
and the ſpirit, of the joints and the arrow; 

Cpriſt calleth him a wiſe builder, that buildeth 


npon his word, upon his ſure and ſubſtantial for An- 


dation. By this word of God, we thall be judged 


Hor the word that! ſpeak ( faith Chi iſt,) is it, tuat 


hall judge in the laſt day. He tLai keepeth the 


2 Ons word 


? 
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the Heat Yehre v7 7 heaventy thin 


/n ' promil C Jof 70d, ) thall mereake 120 Wy An | 


1% eic 15 nothing Wat fo m uch ſiren, 


lt and Tult 31 God, that fo much Keepeth wp 
outward ; god}. 1f 


3ldeneth Ott 


NNovency and ptroneſs of e heart, and a allo of 
Ile and erat 
2 Fading, ang. Te Cord. VO! Tor that 
hing, 1 T . continua] Ul Id readi, 
h oly . pte 


an Jiligent { ſearching of tho lme,) 


7 3 deeply Printed a and graven in the he 
turne HH alm oft. into 
[he effeq and virtue 


illuminate tho 15 


RO: Ad INoregyor 


f God's. word is, 


5MOrant, ang to give 
Unto them, . it] 


to 


e more light 
fully and diligent y read 
it, to comfort their hearts 


to perform th at. 


Tt feacheth 


S, and to enco; urage 
which of of Fad IS 


 Paflence in a. 


them 


comman ded. 


adverſi. y, 


19 
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tutinbiettels: what bono ur 1s due unto GOD: 
What mercy and charity to our neighbour. 115 
giveth good counſel in an doubtful things. It 
theweth of whom we mall look for aid and help 
in all perils, and that God is the only giver of 
victory, in a all battks and teunptations of our 
enemies, bodily and ghoſtly. And in reading of 
God's word, he not always moſt proteth that 15 
moſt ready in turning the book, or in laying of it 
without the book; but he that is moſt turned into 
it, that is molt intpired with the Hoiy Ghoſt, moit 
in his heart and lite altered and changed into that : 
thing which he re adeth : Ile that 1 15 daily leſs and 

1eſs proud, leſs wrathful, lets covetous, and leſs 
deſirous of worldly and vain pleaſures: He that 
| daily (forſaking his old victous life,) increaſcth | in 
virtue more and more. And to bs ſhort, there} 15 
nothin g that more meintaineth godlineſs of the 
mind, and driveth away ungodlinefs, than doth. 
the - continual read ing or hearing FF of God 8 word, 
if it; be joined with a a godly mind, and a good 


2Fetion to know and follow Gea' S will. For 


G..2 Without: 


L 20 J 
without a ſingle eye, pure intent, and good mind, 
nothing is allowed for good before God. And on 
the other ſide, nothing more darkneth Chriſt, and 
the glory ot God, nor bringeth in more blindneſs, 
and all kinds of vices, than doth the ignorance of 
God's word, 


— 


„ 
Of che MISERY of MAN, 
Oraſmuch as the true knowledge of ourſelves. 
is very neceſſary to come to the right know- 


ledge of God, all good men always have humbly 
thought of themſely es; and ſo to think and judge 


of themſelves, are taught of God their Creator, 


by his holy word. For of ourfely es we be crah- 
trees, that can bring forth no o apples. We be of 
ourſelves of ſuch earth, as can but bring forth 
weeds, nettles, brambles, briars, cockle and | 
darnel. Our fruits be declared in the 5th chapter 
to the Galatians. We have neither faith, charity, 
hope, patience, | cli aſtity, nor any thing elſe that ; 
good } is, but of God, and therefore theſe virtues 
be called there, The fr wits of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and not the fruits of Man. Let us therefore 
acknowledge ourſelves before God (as we be 
indeed ) miſerable and wretched ſinners. And 
let us earneſtly repent, and humble ourſelves 
heartily, and cry to God for mercy. Let us 
all confeſs with mouth and heart, that we be 
be full of imperfections : Let us know our own 
works, of what imperfection they be, and then 


we 


12 


we ſhall not ſtand fooliſhly and arrogantly in our 


own conceits, nor challenge any part of juſtifi- 
cation by our merits or works. For truly there 
de imperfections i in our beſt works: We do not 
tave God fo much as we are bound to do, with 
all our heart, mind, and power: We do not fear 
God ſo much, as we ought to do: We do not pray 
to God, but with great and many imperfeCtions; 
We give, forgive, believe, live, and hope im- 
perfectiy We ſpeak, think, and do imperfettly : = 
We fight againſt the dev il, the world, and the 
fleſh imperfeftly: Let us therefore not de aſhamed ; 
to confeſs plainly our ſtate of imperfection: : Yea, 
let us not be aſhamed to confeſs imperfection, 
even in all our beſt works. Let none of us be 
aſhamed to lay with the holy Sr. Peter, I am e 
fonful man. Let us ſay with the holy prophet 
David, we have Auned with our fathers, 208 have 
dane amiſs and dealt wicked!; 2 Let us all make 
open confeſſion with the prodigal San, to our 
Father, and ſay with him. We have faned againſt 
| Heaven and before thee, {OF, ather, ) we are not 
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ccort/y to be called thy ſons, Let us all ſay, with 


Holy Baruch, O Lord our God, t us is 
 rworthily aſcribed ſhame and confuſion, and to 


thee righteouſneſs : We have ſinned, we have 
done wickedly, we have behaved ourſelves 
ungodily in all thy Righteouſneſs. | Let us all 
ſay with the holy Prophet Daniel, O Lord, 


. Rig ohteouſneſs belongeth fo thee, wnto 19 belongeth 


conſuſion. . have ſinned, we have been 


naughty, we have offended, we e have fled from | 


thee, we have gone back from all thy precepts 


and judgments. E we learn of all good men in 


noly {criptures, to humble ourſely es, and to exalt, 
extol, praiſe, magnify, and glorify God. 


Thus we have heard how evil we are of 


ourſelves, how of ourſelves, and by ourſelves, we 


have no goodneſs, help or ſalvation ; but con- 


trariwiſe, {in, Oamnation, and death everlaſting J 
- Which if we deeply weigh and conſider, we ſhall 
the better underſtand the great merey of God, 


and how our ſalvation. cometh only by Chriſt. 
For in ourſelves (as of ourſelves,) we find nothing, 


N 
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whereby we may be delivered from this miſerable 


_ captivity, into the which we are caſt, through the 
envy of the devil, by breaking of God's com- 


mandment in our firſt parent Adam. We are all 


vecome unclean, but we all are not able to cleanſe 


- ourſelves, nor make one another of us clean. 


We are by nature children of God' s wrath, but 


we are not able to make ourſelves the children and 
inheritors of God 8 glory. 


We are ieep that run 
aſtray, but we cannot of our own power come | 


again to the teepfold, fo great is our imperfection 
and weakneſs. In ourſely es therefore may 


glory, ww nich | of Our! 


we not 5 
ves, ) are nothing but lin- 


ful; 3 neither may we rejoice in any works that we 


do, all vw hict h be fo imperfect and i impure, th at 


they are not able LO tand before . the rightcous 


judgment ſeat of God as the holy proph et Devicd 


faith, E ner not into judgment with thy Servant 


Ws OL: ord, J. for NO man (ul 4e 2 be Found 


righieous in thy fioht. To God therefore muſt 
we flee, or elſe ſhall we never find peace, reſt, 


aud quictuefs of conſcience in our hearts. For 


bg 
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he is the father of mercies, and God of all con- 
folation. He is the Lord, with whom is plenteous 
redemption: He is the God, which of his own 
mercy ſaveth us, and ſetteth out his charity and 


exceeding love towards us, in that of his own. 


voluntary goodneſs, when we were periſhing, he 


ſaved us, and provided an everlaſting kingdom for 


us. And all theſe heavenly treaſures are given us, 


not for our own deſerts, merits, or good deeds 


( which of ourſely es v. e hay e none, ) but of his mere 


mercy freely. And for whoſe ſake ? Truly tor ] eſus 


Chriſt's ſake, that pure and undefiled Lamb of 
_ God. He is that dearly beloved ſon, for whoſe 
ſake God is fully pacified, fatisfied, and { ſet at one 


W vith man. Hei is the Lamb of God, Which taketh. 


may the fins of the world, of whom only it may 


be truly {poken, that he did all (ings IC ell, and 


tn his mouth was found. Ng craſt nor ſublility. 
None but he atone may lay, The Prince of the 


or id came, and i In me he hath nothing. And 


he alone may alſo ſay, WICH of you ſhall reprove 


me of any fault? He is the high and everiaſting - 
_ pnieſt, which hath offered hanger" once for all 
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upon the altar of the croſs, and with {hat nue 


ovation hath made perſeds for evermore them that 


are ſandt ed. He is the alone Mediator between 


God and Mon, which paid our ranſom to (God 
with his own blood, and with that hath he eleanſed 


us all from ſin, x He is the phyſician, veliich 


healeth all our diſeaſes. He is that Saviour, 


which faveth people from all their fins : To be 


ort, he is thut lowing and moſt Plenteous ff toun- 


lain, of whoſe fulneſs all we have received : For 


in hin alone are all the treaſures of the wiſdom 
and note ledge of God hidden. Andi in him, and 
by him, have we from God the father all good 
. things, pertaining (7 either to the body or the foul, 
0 how much are we bound to this our heavenly 


father for his great mercies, W hich he hath ſo 


plenteoufly declared unto us in Chriſt Jeſu Our 


Lord and Say; our! W hat th zanks Worthy and ſufh- | 


client 


* Phi! word all mnt be underſtood of all bel! Evers in n Chrid. And 
22t or all mankind---No or _ it is conſidered, will be fo abſurd as to 
imagine that Chriſt made an atonement for the 010 of Judas, or of the 
rich nan who lt up 113 eyes in hell b eing in torments 3 then 
farcly he died in van. If the rea: der is living in in, a liranger to 
converting grace, let him not indu! ge the falle hope, that the Savior 
died for him. Is his preſent tate, ſuch. an hope 15 no better chan | 
preſumption. 
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cient can we give to him? Let us all with one 


accord burſt out with joyful voice, ever praiſing 


and magnifying this Lord of mercy, for his 


tender kindneſs ſhewed unto us, in his dearly 


beloved fon, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Hit! terto have we heard, what we are of our- 


ſelves; very finful, wretched and damnable. Again 


We have heard how that of ourfelves: and by 
ourſelves, we are not able either to think a a good 
thought, or work A : good deed, o that we can 


and i in ourſelves no hope of ſalvation, but. rather 


whatſocver maketh unto our deſtruction. Again, 
we have heard the tender kindneſs and great 
mercy of God the father towards us, and how 


| beneficial he is to us for Chriſt's ſake, without our 


merits or deferts, even of his own mercy and 

tender goodneſs. 
At all times theretore et 1 us learn to know our- 

felves, our trailty and weakneſs, without any 


crack! ing ar boat] ng of Our own good deeds and | 


ments. Let us allo acknowledge the exceeding 


mercy of God toy -ards us, and confeſs, that as of 


Dog = ourſelves 
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ourſelves cometh all evil and damnation ; fo like- 


wiſe of him cometh all goodneſs and falvation, as 


God himſelf faith by the Prophet O/ee, O Iſrael, 
thy deſtrudtion cometh of thyſelf, but in me only 


i9 thy help and comfort. If we thus humbly ſub- 
mit ourſe]ves in the ſight of God, we may be ſure, 


that in the time of his viſitation, he will lift us up 
into the kingdom of his dearly beloved ſon Chriſt 
 JeſuqurLord; to whom, with the F ather and the 


Holy Ghoſt, be all honour and glory for ever. 
15 Amen. 
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Of Salvation. 
E have heard, of whom all men ought to ſeek. 


their juſtification and righteouſneſs; and 


how alſo this righteouſneſs cometh unto men by 


Chriſt's death and merits: 3 heard alſo, bow 
that three things are required to the obtaining of 


our righteouſneſs, that is, God' s mercy, Chriſts 
juſtice, and a true and lively faith, out of the 
which faith ſpring good works. Alſo before was 
declared at large, that no man can be juſſif ed be 
bis own good works; that no man fullilleth th 2 5 


law, acording to the ſtrict rigor of the law. 


And I. Paul i in his Epiſtle to the Galatians 


proveth the ſame, ſaying thus, I/ the re had been 


0 any law given which could have juftified, verily = 


righteouſneſs ſhould have been by tte lat, Av 1 
again he ſaith I/ righteouſneſs be by the law, tuen 


Chrift died in vain. And again te faith; For thot 
are Juſtified by the law, are f 1 away from 


grace. And furthermore, he wWiitelh to the 


Ebheſiaus on this wiſe, by grace are ye /avet 
lirouzt faith, and that nut of yourjcioes, for it 


is 


He. 


of his own righteouſnets, and that he lo for 


e right co,, or rod by faith. 


Theſe be the very words of St. N, and 


St. Ambroſe a latin author ſaith theſe words. This 


$; the ordinance of God, that they which believe 
in Chriſt, mould be ſaved without works, by 


th only, freely receiving remiſſion of their ſins, 


Conſider diligently theſe words, Without works by 
faith only, rely we receive remiſlion of our fins: 
What can be ſpoken more plainly, than to fay, 
that fi reely wv ithout works, by faith only, WC 
obtain remiſſion of our ſins? 1 heſe and other like 
ſentences, that we be juſtified by faith only, 
freely, and without works, we do read oft-times 
in the beſt and moſt antient writers. As, beſide 


Hilary, Bajil, and St. Ambroſe before rehearſed, 


we read the fame in Origen, St. Chryſoftom, 


Fl. Cyprian, Fl. Auguſtin. Proſper, Occumenins, 


Proclus, Bernardus, Anſelm, and many other 


authors, greek and latin. Nevertheleſs, this ſen- 


tence, that we be juſtified by faith only, is not 
ſo meant of them, that the ſaid juſtifying faith 
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is alone in man, without true repentance, 


hope, charity, dread, and the fear of God, at 
any time and ſeaſon. Nor, when they ſay, that 
we ſhould be juſtified freely, do they mean, that 
we ſhould or might afterward be idle, and that 
nothing ſhould be required on our parts ofterward: : 
| Neither do they mean, fo to ) be juſtified w ithout 
good works, that we ould do no good works 
at all; like as ſhall be more expreſſed at large 
hereaſter. But this f. faxing That we be juſtified 
by faith only, freely, and without works, 15 
ſpoken for to take away clearly all merit of ou 
| . orks, as being unable to deſerve our juftiß cation 5 
at God 8 hands, and thereby moſt plainly to ex- 
preſs the w cakneſs of man, and the goodneſs of 
God, the great infirmity of ourſelves, and the 
might and power of God, the imperfection of our 
own works, and the moſt abundant grace of our 
ſaviour Chriſt, and therefore wholly to aſcribe the 
merit and deſe ving of our juſtiſication unto Chriſt. 
only, and his moſt precious blood ſhedding. This 
taith, the holy ſcripture teacheth us, is the ſtrong. 
rock and foundation of chriſtian religion, this 
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doctrine all ancient authors of Chriſt's church do 
approve, this doctrine advanceth and ſetteth forth | 
the true glory of Chriſt, and beateth down the 

vain-glory oi. man; this whoſoever demeth, 18 
not to be accounted for a chrittian man, nor for 


1 ſetter forth of Chriſt's glory, but for an adverſary 


to Chriſt and his goſpel, and for a ſetrer forth of 


mens vain glory.“ And altkou gh this doctrine be 


never ſo true, (as it is moſt true eindecd) t. hat we be 


juſtified freely, without al merit of our own good 


. 


orks, (as 86. du doth expreſs it) and freely by 


10 this lively : und pe 2rtc 0 faith in Chriſt only, (as 


the ancient a author „Uſe eto ſneak it et this true 
dodrine muft be allo truly underitocd, and moſt 
plainly declared, leſt carnal men ihould take un- 
ſuſtly occation 5 to live e after the 


Ppetitc Ad will of the worl d, the flel ts ana the 


WY i 
E. devil. 

is dog: re 07 free grace, irrelpeciive of all kind of worthinets 
olf ANY condnions on man's part, is what all the Clergy have uh 


cribed 0 nd the Ir has; 1s. ( 1 * 10 their hea FIS ) that the * allert 


2027S V fans alſert that Chritt came tolintroduce a remedial law, ani 


And conſent to. its truth. What opinion then cam ke form. ot trot 


that nov a1 4ty will be accuptel inſtcacl of peitect obedicnee? Can 


w2 think of chern Cillerintly from dur venerable reformers, who 
2ccount them adveriiries to Cre © Cc 

Reader, if you ecpect to attain Heaven by any other way. than by. 
Mount Calvary, vou arc mier abi aiiſt „ken, and Vill never get there 
3} 4}! | 


AAN becank. NO han iIhoulg rr Dy Di a- 


this doctrine, 1a pany 1? | 1001 'tly fo 


S Iran „„ * 
i UNY Ef 3 01 the f. fame, that 


in thalj i. committed, Or any ungodly ning the 


Virſt, u Hal derſtand, that ; Our juſti— 
cation 35 Chriſt, it is not 211 one 180 Ne 


OHC © God unt man, and the ONCE of man 


3 SE . 5 night e one. 
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g Dt Which we receive of bim; Not 
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But Wich We take of him. 


by his 15 5 mercy, and ho the on merits of his 


moſt 


moſt dearly beloved fon, 
ſaviour and juſtifier, jc ſus Cari 
underſtanding of 
freely by faith without Works; 
juſtified by faith in Chrift only 
our own act to beheve in C. 
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430 deſerve our juftification 


| 4 21 * 42 Ez 7 , * p 3 Fi 7 * „ 5 . - 7 CY 
were to count ourfeives to be juſtiſied by tame act 
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or virtue that is within ourſelves) but tae true 
underſtanding and meaning thereof is, that 
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Although we hear God 5 ot and believe it, 
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dread, and fear ot God WALDO us, and 
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charity; and all other virtues and JOUd decds, 


. 5 . 
which we either have done, ſhall do, or can do, 


as things that be far too weak and inſaſfßcient and 
im perfect, to deſerve remiſſion of our lins, and 

ir juſtification, and therefore we muſt truſt only 12 
God's mercy, and that ſacriſice whe: our high 


prieft and ſaviour Chriſt Jeſus the ſon of God once 
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offered for us upon the croſs, to obtain thereby 


God's grace and remiſſion, as wel I of our original 


ſin, as of all actual fin commited by us after our 


baptiſm, if we truly repent, and turn unfeignedly 
to him again. So that as St. John Baptiſt, although 
he were never ſo virtuous and godly a man, yet 


in this m atter of forgiv' ing of ſin, he did put the 
people from hi: n, and appointed them unto Chriſt, 


ſaying thus un my them, Behold, yonder 75 the 


Lamb of God which taketh away the ſins of the 


world: Even fo as oreat and as godly a virtue as : 
tne hvely faith 1s, yet it Putteth us from itſelf, and : 
remitteth or appointeth us unto Chriſt, for to have 
1 by him remiſſion of our ſins, or juſtification. 


that our faith in Chriſt ( as it were ) ſaith unto 


© 


us thus, it isn ot that taketh away your ſins, but 


1 13 Chr iſt only, and to nim only I ſend you for 


— 


that purpoſe, forſaking therein all your good 


virtues, words, thoughts and works, and only 


Putting) your trust! in Chrif. 
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Another Homily of Salvation. 
1 hath been manifeſtly declared unto you, that 

no man can fulfil the law of God, and theres _ 
fore by the law all men are condemned: Where- 
upon it foloweth neceſſarily, that ſome other thing 
Nould be required for our ſalvation than the law; 


And that is, a true and a lively faith in Chriſt 


bringing forth word works, and a life according to : 
God's commandments. And alſo you heard tue 


ancient authors minds of this ſaving, Faith in 
| Chriſt only juſtifieth man, ſo plainly declared, 


that vou ſee, that the very true meaning of 111 18 


Propoſition or ſaying, we are juſtified by faith ! In 


C] iſt = ! / | 2 : | 0 EY 
Chriſt only, (according to the meaning of t 


ancient authors,) is this: We > put our faith 1 


Chriſt, that we are juſtified by bim only, that we 


are juſtified by God's free mercy, and the merits. 


of our ſaviour Chriſt only, and by no virtue or good 
Works of our own that is in us, or that we con be 
able to have, or to do, for to der vet the d ame: 


Chriſt nimſelf only bei ng the cauſe meritorions 
t! e! Of.“ f lee 


* All. q:euities reſpecting the doctrine of full! feotien we're f 
. 
all orthodox 5 58 3 Hue 0 f - Eq 4 155 5 1 
Il ONO! Wen pie, that weave jult'fe 3 l 
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gaol wati pl! by, 


with. COMientions 
N t obſcure and 


darken it Truth i: 18, 
that our Works 


0 Dod's mercy, and of the remiſlion ot our fins, 
it (uhich thing none other of our virtues or works 


properly doth, ) therefore the: icripturc uſcth to 
ſay, that faith without works doth juß ifie. And 
foraim! UC U as it is all one ſentence in c. ect, to ſay, | 


faith without works, and only faith, doth juſtihe 


us; therefore the ancient fathers of the church 
from time to time nave uttered our juſtification 
with this ſpeech, only laith Juſtifiet us, meaning 
no other thi ting than St. Paul meant, when be 
fard, Faith 10% e wards Juf 777600 Mus. And be- 
cauſe all (1115 is brought t 0 Pats, through the only 
merits and deſervings of our ſaviour Chriſt, and 
not through our merits, Or th rough the. merits of 
any virtue that we have within us, orof any WO! k 
that cometh from us: Therefore in that reſpe@ : 
of merit and deſerving, we toriake, (as It were, 
altogether again faith, work, and all oller virtues, 
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corrup! ion of original ſin, that all is impertect 
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tion for us. And this form of ſpeaking uſe we, 
in the humbling of ourſelves to God, and to give 
all the glory to our ſaviqur Chriſt, wha is beſt 
worthy to have it. 
Here you have heard the office of God in our 
juttification, and how we receive it of him freely, 
J oy his mercy, without our deferts, through true 
and lively faith. Now you ſhall hear the office and 
duty of a chriſtian man unto God; what we 
ought on our part to reader unto God again for 
his great mercy and goodneſs. Our office is, not 
to paſs the time of the preſent life unfruitfull ly 
aud idly, after that we arc juſtified, not caring 
bow few good works we Go, to the glory of God, 
and profit of our neighbours much leſs ! 15 it out 
_ office, after that we be once made Chriſt” 8 mem. N 
bers, to live contrary to the ſame, making ourſelves 
members of the devil, walking aſter his entice» 
ments, and after the ſuggeſtions of the world and 
| — _ the fleſh, whereby we know that we do ſerve the 


world and the devil, and not God. Far that faith 
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which bringeth forth (without repentance,) either 
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evil works, or no good works, is not a right, pure; 


and lively faith, but a dead, deviliih, counterfeit and 


feigned faith, as dt. Paul and St. James call it. Fer 


even the devils know and believe, that Chriſt v as 
born of a virgin, that he taſted lorty days and forty 


nights without meat and drink; that he W rough t 


all kind of miracles, declaring himfe elf very God: 


they believe af , that Chriſt for our fakes ſufſered 
a moſt . death, to redeem us from everlaſting 
death; and that he roſe tg gain from death the 
third day; they believe that he aſcended into 
Heay en, and that he ſirteth on the rie Thy hand of. 
the F *ather, r, and at the laſt end of this work d al 
come again, and judge both the 9 quick and the 
dead: Theſe articles of our ſaich the devils be- 
I eve, and ſo they believe all thing) that be w ritten 7 
in the new and old teſtament ; And vet for ail 
this faith: they be bat devils, remaining ſtil; 
in their ab eſtate, lacking the very true 
chriſtian faith. For the right and true chriſtian 
faith i is, not only to believe that holy ſcripture, and 
11! the foreſaid articles of our la. th are true ; but als 
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nor yet any man, which in the outward pro- 


keflion of his mouth, and in his outward recei— 


—— 
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to have a ſure truſt and confidence in God's 
merciful promifes, to be ſaved from everlaſting - 
damnation by Chriſt: whereof doth follow a 
loving heart to obey his commandments. And 


this true chriſtian faith, neither any devil hath, 


ving of the ſacraments, in coming to the church, 
and in all other outward appearances, ſeemeth to 


be 7 briſtian man, and vet in his living and dee ed 


th Th eth the contrar! V. F or how can a man have 
this true faith, ſure trul t and confidence in God. 


that by the merits of Chriſt his ins be for given 


and he recono ile d to 1 favor of God, and to |! 
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arlaker of the kingdom of heaven By Chrift, 
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ecds? Surely no ſuch ungodly man can have 
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chis faith and truſt in God. For as they know 


Chriſt to be the on v ſariour of the world: fo they 


know allo. that 1 men ſhall not enjoy the 


Kingdom of God. They know that God hatcth 


{3 arighteouſnefs, that he will deſtroy all thoſe that 


ſpeak untruly, th at thoſe which have done go 


works (which cannot be done without a hvely 


faith 
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faith in Chriſt, ) ſhall come forth into the reſur— 


rection of life; and thoſe that have done evil ſhall 
come unto the reſurrection of judgement : Very 
well they know alſo, that to them that be conten- 


tious, and to them that will not be obedient unto 


the truth, but will obey unrightcouſneſs, ſhall 
come indignation, wrath, and attliction, &c. 


Theretore, to conclude, conlidering the infinite 


benefits of G od, ſhewed and given unto us mer- 


cifully without our deſerts, who hath not only 
create d us of nothing ; and from a piece of vile 
Clay, of his infinite. goodn oſs, bath exalted us 
(as touching our foul, ) unto his own fimilitude 
and likeneſs: but alſo, whereas we were con- 
demned to hell, and death evyerl: ting, hath given : 


his own ſon, being God eternal, immortal, 


O 
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and equal unto himſelt in power and glory, to 
be incarnated, and to take our mortal nature 
upon him, with the infirmities of the ſame ; and 


in the fame nature to ſuffer moſt ſhameful and 


paintul death for our offences, to the intent to 


juſtifie us, and to reſtore us to life everlaſting: fo 


making us alſo his dear children, brethren unto 


his only fon our ſaviour Chriſt, and inheritors for 


= 0-0 ever 
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ever with him of his eternal kingdom of Heaven, 
Theſe great and merciful benefits of God (if 


they be well conſidered, ) do neither miniſter unto 
is occaſionto be idle, and to live without doing any 
god works, neither yet ſtir us up by any means 
to do evil things: But contrariwiſe, if we be not 
deſperate perſons, and our hearts harder than 
ſtones, they move us to render ourſelves unto 
God wholly, with all our wills, hearts, might, 
and power to ſerve bim in all good deeds, 
obeying his commandy tents during our lives, t0- 
ſeek | in all things his glory and honour, not our 
ſenſ ual pleaſures and vain-glory, ev ermore dread- 
ing will lingly to offend ſuch 2 merciful God and 
loving redeemer, in word, th ought, or deed. 
And tae ſaid benefits of God, deeply corfidered, 
move us for his ſake allo to be ever ready to give 
durſelves to our neighbours, and, as much as lie th 
in us, to ſtudy with allour endeavour, to do good to 
every man. Theſe be the fruits of true faith, to do 
goud a8 much as lheth in us to every man, and, 8 
above all things, and in all things, to advance the 
glory of God, of whom only we have our fan&if.- 
cation, juſt. fication, falvation, and redemption: 


To whom be ever glory praiſe, and honor, world 
Without end. Amen. 
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A SHORT 
DECLARATION, 


„ 


Tr rue, Livdly, and Chriſtian Faith, 


T H E firſt coming unto God, (8000 chriſtian 
people) i 1s through faith, whereby (as ic is 


declared! in the laſt ſermon ) we be juſtifed before 


God. And leſt : any man ſhould be deceived, for 
8 lack of right underſtanding thereof, it is diligently 


to be noted, that faith 18 taken i in tl 2 ſcripture : 
hint manner of Ways. There i is one faith, whic 1 
in feripture 1s called Joad faith, wlLich bringe 1 
forth no good works, but is idle, barren, and uns 
| fraiful, And this faith, by the boly apc tle ut. 


James 1 IS compared to the faith of devils, which 


believe God to be true and juſt, and tremble for 


fear, yet they do nothing well, but all evil. And 
ſach 2 manner of faith have the wicked aud 


naughty chriſtian people, which conſelf God (as 


St. Paul ſaith) in their mouths, but deny 1mm 14 


{ew deeds, being ee dee and without the 


right fait. „ end to all ,Qud works reproveable. 


Aud 
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And this faith 1s a perſuaſion and belicf in man's 


heart, whereby he knoweth that there is a God, 
and agreeth unto all truths of God's moſt holy 
1 word, contained in the holy ſcripture. So that it 
conſiſteth only in believing in the word of God, 
that it is true. And this is not properly called 
1 faith. But as he that readeth Cz/ar's Commen- 


tary, believing the ſame to be true, bath thereby 
a knowledge of Cafar's life and notable adds, — 
becauſe he believeth the hiſtory of Ceſar: yet t- 
8 not properly ſaid, that he believeth in Ceſar, 
4 of whom he looketh for no help nor beach: Even ” 
l to, he that believeth that all that is ſpoken of God 
1 in the bible is true, and yet tiveth {o ungodly, 


mu that he cannot look to enjoy the promiſes and 

= benefits of God : although it may be faid, that 
4 fuc h a man hath A faith and belief to the words of 
} God, yet it is not properly {aid that he believeth 

| in God, or bath ſuch a faith and truſt 1 in God, 

| whereby he may ſurely look for grace, mercy, and 
i everlaſting life at God's hand; but rather for in- 

4 dignation and puniſhment, according to the merits 

! of bis wicked life. For as it is written in a book, 
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emitled to be of Didymus Alexrandrinus z Foraſ- 


much as faith without works is dead, it is not how 
faith, as a dead man is not a man. This dead 


faith therefore is not that ſure and ſubſtantial faith 


which ſaveth ſinners. Another faith there is in 


ſcripture, which is not ( as the aforeſaid faith} 


idle, unfruitful, and dead, but workett by lore, 


{as St. Paul declareth, Gal. 5.) which as the other 


vain faith is called a dead taith, ſo may this be 


called a quick or lively faith, And this is not only 


the common belief of the articles of our faith, 


but it is alſo a true truſt and confidence of. the 


mercy of God, through our Lord Jetus Chriſt, 
and a ſtedi; 1ſt hope of all good things to be received 


at God 8 hand : And that although we, through 5 


infirmity Or temptation of our ghoſtly cnemy, do 


fall from him by ſin, yet if he return again unto him 
by true repentance, that he will forgive and forge, 
our offences for his ſon's ſake our ſaviour Jefus 
Chriſt, and will make us inheritors with him o 
his everlaſting kingdom, and that in the mean time 


until that kingdom come, he will be our protector 


and defender in all perils and dangers, whatſoever 


do 
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do chance; And that though ſometime he doth 
ſend us ſharp adverfity, yet that evermore he will 


be a loving father unto us, correcting us for our 


ſin, but not withdrawing his mercy finally from us, 


if we truſt in him, and commit ourſelves wholly 


unto him, hang only upon him, and call upon him, 


ready to obey and ſerve him. This is the true, 


5 lively, and unfeigned chriſtian faith, and is not 
in the mouth and outward profeſſion only, but it 
| liveth, and ſtirreth inwardly f in the heart. And 
this faith is not without hope and truſt in God; 
nor without the love of God, and of our neigh- - 
bours, nor \ without the fear of God, nor without | 


the defire to hear God": Ss word, aud to follow the 


ſame in eſchewing evil and doing gladly all good N 


Works. 


Thus faith (S'. Paul deſcrib eth it,) is the Hie 


ground and foundation of the benefits which roc 
ought to look for, and truſt to receive of God; a 

certificate and ſure looking for them, although : 
they yet ſenſibly appear not unto us. And after 
he ſaith, Ile tat cometn to God muſt believe, both 


that 


1 
that he is, and that he 1s a merciful rewarder of 
well-doers. And nothing commendeth good men 
unto God, ſo much as this aſſured faith and truſt 
in him, Of this faith, three things are ſpecially 


to be noted. 


Firſt, that this faith Well not lye deadi in the 
heart, but is lively and fruitful in bringing forth 


1 good works. Secondly, that without it can no 

= good works be done, that ſhall be acceptable and 
c pleaſant to God. Thirdly, what manner of good 3 
= works they be, that this faith doth bring forth. 


For the Firſt, that as the light Cannot be bid; 


but will ſhew forth itſelf at one place or other; ſo 
a true faith cannot be kept ſecret, but, when 
occaſion 3 is offered, it will break out, and they; 
itſelf by good works. And as the li iving body of 


4 man ever exerciſeth { uch things a5 belong to a 


natural and living body, for nouriſiment and pre- 
ſery ation of the ſame, as it hath ne ed, oppor tunity, 
and occalion: even fo the ſoul, that haih a lively 
faith in it, will be doing alway ſome good work, : 


which ſhall declare that it is living, and will not 


de unoccupied, Therefore, when men hear in 


G MD oh 


that it maketh us to pleaſe God, to live with God, 


E807 


the ſcripture fo high commendations of fait, 


and to be the children of God: If then they fancy, 
that they be ſet at liberty from doing all good 
works, and may live as they Iſt, they trifle with - 
God, and deceive themſelves. And it i5 a maniſeſt 
token, that they be far trom having the truc and 


lively faith ; and alſo f far from knowledge, what 


true faith me -aneth. For the very ſure and li vely 


chriſtian faith 1 is, not only to belicve all things of 


God which are contained in holy ſcripture, bu! 


alfo is an earneſt truſt and confidence! in God, thy! 


be doth regard us, and that he is careful over us, 
the father is over the child w hom he doth love, 


Af 


and that he will 5 wercifa unto us for his only 


ſon's fake, 2 and that we have > our ſaviour Chriſt our 


pe pe etual advocate, and prieſt, in whats only 


morits, oblation, and ſuffering, we do truſt that 


-our-offences be continually waſhed and purged, 


whenſcever we {re penting truly eb hin 
wich our whole heart „ ſedfallly determining with 


ourſelves, thron gh his grace, to obey and ſerve Bin 


in keeping his commandments, and never to turn 


back again to fin. SUCH 1 is the true faith, that the 


| ſcripture 
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ſcripture doth ſo much commend, the whick 
when it ſeeth and confidereth what God bath done 
for us, is alſo moved through continual aflitance 
of the Spirit of God, to ſerve and pleaſe him, to 
keep his favour, to fear his ditpleature, to continue 
his obedient children, ſhewing thankfulacſs again 
Dy obſerving or keeping his commandments, and 
that freely, for true love chiefly, and not for dread 
of punithment, or love of temporal reward, con- 


fidering how clearly, without deſerving, we have 


| received his mercy and pardon freely. 


This true faith will ew forth itſelf, and can- 


not long be idle: for as it is WII. ten, The juf 


man doth live bt y his faith, he never leepeth, Nor 


18 idle, when he would wake and be well occupied. 


And God by his prophet Jerem y faith, that he is. 
@ happy and bleed man, which hath faith, and 
confidence i in God. F. or he 18 like a tree ſet by the 
Water-ſide, and fpreadeth his roots abroad towards 


the moiſture, and ſearcth not heat when it cometh, 


his leaf will be green, - -and will not ceuſe to bring 


forth his fruit: even ſo, faithful men (putting awey 
all fear of adverſity, ) will ſhew forth the fruit of 
their good works, as occaſion is offered to do them, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A N Appeal to the 39 Articles has unhappily | 
the leſs weight in the modern times, be- 


cauſe an ingenious device has been fabricated, to 


elude the force of conviction from th at quarter. 
According to the title prefixed to them by the 


convocation of 1562, in the reign of Queen | 


N Elizabeth ; 00 they were agreed upon for avoiding 
0 diverſities of opinions, and for the eſtabliſh. | 


ing conſent touching true religion. And 

5 afterwards 1 in the declaration, which was ſet forth 
by James I. * Order was given, that no man 

0 thereafter ſhould put his own ſenſe or com ment 


: & to be the meaning of the article, but ſhould take 
te it in the literal and grammatical ſenſe. ” Of late it 


hath been ſaid, that they who ſubſcribe to the 
articles, are permitted to put on them a liberal 


conſtruction. But from whom do they de rive : 


- this permiſſion? or, who has authority to ſandtion 
© flagrant an act of duplicity ? Beſides this, 2 


libera! 
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liberal conſtruction, being once permitted, wi ! 


ſubject the articles to as many thouſand differen! y 


ſenſes, as there are perſons, both eccleſiaſtical and 


civil, who by oath ſubſcribe to them ; and will 


alſo annihilate the ſolemnity and moral obligation 


of every oath that i is adminiſtered i in our courts of 


judicature. 


Nor will this refinement prove. a ſafe refuge o 


Won who have recourſe to it, for it will not in 
many inſtances, ſet aſide the literal and gramma- 

tical ſenſe, Let its patrone, far inſtance, try their Sha 
critical powers, and employ all the arts of ſophitt 2 5 | 


in endeavouring to reconcile unitarianilm, or 
85 arianiſm, with the firſt of the articles ; ; or to make 


Juitification by faith only as maintained in the 
eleventh, to ſignify either juſtification by works, 
0x Juſtification by works and faith together. 


The Rev. Mr. Hari ; Church of England 11 if of reigns 
Sincerity. Pe 5 


2 us of 


Articles of RELIGION. 


IX. Original or Birth-Sin. 


Riginal fin ſtandeth not in the following of 
Adam ( as the Pelagians do vainly talk) but 


it 15 the fault and corruption of the nature of every 
man, that naturally is engendered of the offspring 


of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from 


original righteouſneſs, and is of his own nature 


inclined to evil, ſo that the fleſh luſteth always 


contrary to the ſpirit : and therefore. in every 


perſon born. into chis world, it deſerveth God's | 


- wrath and damnation. : 


Y of Free will. 
The condition of man, after the fall of Adam, 


is ſuch, that he cannot turn and prepare himſelf, 


by his own natural ſtrength and good works, to 
faith, and calling upon God ; wherefore we have 
no power to do good works, pleaſant and accept- 


able to God, without the grace of God by Chriſt 


preventing us, that we may have a good will, and 


working with us, when we have that good will. 


( 58 J 
XI. Of the Juſtiſicalion of Man. 
We are accounted righteous betore God, only 


tor the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 
by faith, and not for own works, or deſervings. 
Wherefore, that we are juſtified by taith only, 1s 
a moſt wholeſome dottrine, and very tull of com- 
fort; as more largely i 1s expreſſed in the Homily of 
juſtification, 

XII. of good Works. 

Albeit that good works which are the fruits of 
faith, aud follow after juſtification, cannot put 
aw ay our ſ1 ins, and endure the ſe vority of God's 
judgment; yet are they pleaſing and acceptable 
to God in Chriſt, and ſo ſpring out neceſſarily of 
4 true and lively faith ; 5 inſomuch that by them a 
true and liv ely faith may be as evidently known as 
a tree diſcerned by the fruit. 

XIII. Of Works done before Tuftification. 

Works done before the grace of Chriſt, and the 
inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, i 
foraſmuch as they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus. 
Chriſt, neither do they make men mect to receive 


grace 


fn, 
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grace: yea, rather, for that they are not done, 
as God hath willed and commanded them to be 
done, we doubt not but they have the nature of 


| XVII. Of Doe de fling Hehe 22 d Flegion. 
Predeſtination to life is the everlaſting purpoſe 


of God, whereby ( before the foundations of the 
world were laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by 


his counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver from curſe and | 


damnation thoſe whom he hath choſen in Chriſt 


— out of mankind, and to bring them by Chriſt to 
everlaſting ſalvation, as vellels made to honor. 
Wherefore they which be endued with ſo excel. 
Tent a benefit of God, be called according to God's 
- purpoſe, by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon; they 
be juſtified freely: they be made ſons of God by 
adoption: they be made like the image of his only- 
begotten fon Jeſus Chriſt : they walk religiouſly 
in good works, and at ew gth, by God's mercy, 
they attain to ev erlaſting telicity. 


AS the godly 


contideration of predeſtination, and our election 


in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeax- 


ble 


N 
able . to godly perſons, and ſuch as feel in 


themſelves the working of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
: mortifying the works of the geſh, and their earthly 


#7 members, and drawing up their mind to high and 


rexvenly things as well becauſe it doth greatly 


eſtabliſh and confirm their faith of eternal ſalvation, 
to be enjoyed through Chriſt, as becauſe it doth 


fervently kindle their love towards God: ſo for 


. curious and carnal perſons, lacking the Spirit of 
Chriſt, to have continually before their eyes che 
ED ſentence of God's Predeſtination, 153 moſt dan- 

gerous downfall, whereby the devil doth thruſt 


them either into deſperation, or into wretchleſsneh 


5 on in holy feriphnt At our doings, 
that will of God is to be followed, which we have 


expreſsly declared unto us in the word of God. 


un. Of obtains eternal Salvation only by 

the Name. of. Chrift. 
They alſo are to be bad accurſed that preſume to 
Il that every man ſhall be ſaved by the law or 
fect which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to 
frame his life according to that law, and the light 
of nature. For holy ſeripture doth ſet out unto 
us, only the name of Jeſus Chriſt whereby men 
muſt be ſaved. 


XXXV. Of the Homilies. 
The ond book of H omilies, doth contain a 
godly and wholeſome dorine, and neceſſary for 


theſe times, as doth the former book of Homilies, 
which were ſet forth i in the time of E dic vard the 
Sixth : and therefore we judge chem to be read 
in Churches by the Miniſters, diligently and 
diſtinetly, that they my be underſtood by the 
people. | Do 
We. ns 
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Page 25. Note 5 line, for conſidered read conceived. 
33. line 7. for ſetrer read ſetter, 
47. line 17. for he read we 
7 line 12. for 10 read do 
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